
Principals, 
  
Please review the following clarification and guidance pertaining to Special Education.  Please excuse the 
length, it is necessary.  
  
With the board decision to return to school 5 days per week, all flexibilities with regard to attendance 
expectations have ended.  We are back to traditional expectations where students with disabilities have the 
following opportunities: 
  

• Traditional 5 day attendance. 
• Medical Homebound. 
• Alternative School via MDR decision. 
• Short Term OSE per IEP decision (typically for behavior/discipline reasons pending evaluation). 

  
The IEP may not be used as a vehicle for justifying OSE due to family concerns about public health and school 
safety protocol.  The IEP is a means for compensating for a known disability and granting access to school by 
removing the disability barrier.  If the reason the family seeks OSE is related to anything other than the 
student’s disability, it may not be considered under the IEP.   
  
OSE (Non-Medical Homebound) 
Moving forward, please identify the students on OSE (Homebound) without a medical excuse.  Please begin 
issuing IEP meeting notices giving at least 8-10 school days per notice.  This will give families the time needed 
to make arrangements or make enrollment decisions.  Notices must include your school specialist.   
  
OSE (Medical Homebound) 

• If families decide to seek Medical HB, please use the established protocol for considering the 
physician’s letter via an IEP team and submit the application to Ms. Cappallari via the OSP Specialist.   

• Students already approved for second semester Medical HB will be reviewed using the established 
protocol (at least once per semester).  

  
COVID Recovery 
With 5 days of attendance COVID Recovery Services will be pushed forward into the summer.  Please look for 
further guidance coming soon.  However, it remains good practice to have Progress Monitoring, Data Talks, 
and SMART Goal setting for struggling students.  OSP stands by our original offer to assist schools in funding 
celebrations of goal attainment at the rate of $600 per school.  (no gift cards allowed) 

• For students already receiving after-hours COVID recovery, school should contact families to 
determine if these services are preferred to continue in addition to the 5 days per week.  If yes, 
service may continue using the COVID Recovery invoice available through OSP. 

• High Schools may continue to offer Credit Recovery using the interventionist model previously 
discussed.  Participating students must have room in their schedule to accommodate the CR to allow 
continuing participation in currently scheduled CORE classes.   

  
IEP Changes  
IEPs are currently written for 2 days per week.  As students return for 5 days of instruction, please take this 
opportunity to reflect on the individual student needs.  Please encourage your teachers to avoid defaulting 
back to their old routines, patterns and schedules.  The students we have now are not the same students we 
had in March of 2020.  Consider adopting Data Driven and Skill Focused as our two broad aims in guiding 
your team decisions when crafting IEPs.  Questions to ask: 

• Skill Focused - Does this student require 5 days of SE services to make progress toward the annual 
goals? 



• Skill Focused - Do the annual goals need revised to compensate for the truncated school year and 
compacted curriculum? 

• Data Driven - What data are we using to determine service minutes? 
• Data Driven - What specific skill are we targeting by assigning more D/SEE services?  

  
In some cases, teachers may find that the two days of Direct services are sufficient for making progress 
toward the annual goal.  There is no obligation to return to the “old” IEP.  Reconsider each service and 
scrutinize the need.  Penultimately, it is recommended that teachers avoid “packing” IEPs with minutes 
simply to satisfy a 5-day schedule.   
  
Finally, and specific to secondary programs, consider the benefit of maintaining the 2 to 3 day co-teach 
model giving teachers an opportunity to be more accessible across the core areas for intervention, small 
group instruction and supporting virtual school students.  An attitude of Data Driven and Skill Focused will 
help you make these program decisions.   
  
Social Emotional  
Teachers and administrators need to be cognizant of impending behaviors as a result of students being 
under-socialized and having inevitable anxieties of being around large groups of people.  Even though 
students have been coming to school two days, staff need to take the opportunity to: 

• Reestablish school and classroom norms. 
• Teach appropriate ways to express frustration and report incidents. 
• Provide for safe places/people as needed or prescribed by IEPs and BIPs. 
• Take time to reacquaint students with school routines and anticipate school fatigue. (Spring Forward 

time change is coming) 
• Some students with and without disabilities may be overstimulated and need extra breaks and social 

cues until they have reacclimated.  
  
WV Learns 
Students with disabilities have a right to apply for and participate in virtual learning.  It is the obligation of the 
IEP team to determine if FAPE, as prescribed by the IEP, can be met via the virtual platform.  Once a student 
has been accepted to the virtual school, the IEP team may not unilaterally decide to return a student to brick-
and-mortar schooling without proper due process.  Prior to recommending a return to traditional school, at 
minimum, teams would be expected to: 

• Schedule and hold at least two successive IEP meetings during which services, accommodations, 
modifications and concerns are discussed to provide for the documentation needed to support a 
future recommendation to return to school. 

• Layer additional support services in alignment to those available to the brick-and-mortar 
student.  (i.e. counseling, evaluations, tutoring, etc.) 

  
When considering a return to traditional school via the IEP, you may not consider the following as primary 
factors: 

• Personnel availability  
• Personal preference (parent, student or school) 
• Course difficulty 

 


